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in gaining the confidence of the Emperor, to whom he
had submitted a vast plan for political and economic
expansion in the Far East. It was no less a matter than
the famous forest concessions of the Yalu, which became
afterwards the stumbling block in the negotiations
between Russia and Japan and the final cause of the
war between the two countries.
I will not tire my readers with the details of the
schemes of M. Bezobrazoff, who claimed he was about
*to throw open vast political perspectives to Russia,
and promised fabulous profits to the subscribers at^the
same time. Suffice it to say that it was precisely the
fantastic and venturesome side of the project that
appealed to the imagination of Nicholas IL, always
receptive to chimerical ideas. A more difficult thing to
explain is the ascendancy gained by that incoherent
and pretentious braggart over a nature as fine as the
Emperor's. One theory to account for the favourable
reception of M. BezobrazofFs schemes was that the
Emperor was dazzled by the billions that were flashed
before his eyes. This is absurd, as Nicholas was ab-
solutely indifferent to money, and had no thought of
its value. He inherited his father's simple tastes, and the
enormous sums inscribed in the budget for the expenses
of th^ Court, added" to the revenues derived from the
properties of the Imperial Cabinet, were more than
sufficient to provide for his needs and those of his f^niily.
To substantiate this assertion I will say that Count
Witte, who was then Minister of Finance, was informed
by the Emperor of the Yahi affair and opposed it strongly,
btit, in spite of his well-known dislike of itficholas^ he
itever iinptited any interested motives "to the Emperor
in connection with the sckeme,
However that may be, M* Bezobrazoff, backed by tfoe